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France Honors Hackett
American Gets Decoration for Playing

Macbeth: Elsie Janis and
Others in Paris

By Wilbur Forrest
From The Tribune'* European Bureau

PARIS, July 1.
OW that James K. Hackett is en route home, via England, with a

little red ribbon in his boutonnière, Paris looks forward to an
American stage invasion. James K.'s Legion d'Honneur for play¬
ing Macbeth at L'Odeon is an honor, however, that goes few and

far between to actors, and any "invading force" will doubtless have to be
content with the benefit of the exchange rate on francs which actors and
actresses who have invaded Paris of late will tell you is nothing to be
content with.

However, Elsie Janis is still invading Paris with some success, and
;iow comes Kay Laurell, described by the Paris papers as the "plus jolie
:'emme de Ziegfeld." Mme. Laurel! is scheduled to "play the gayest
'öle" in one of the boulevard theaters as one of the papers remarks.
Aside from that vanguard, along with Mary Miles Minter and a few
more "movie" folk doing annual migrations, the American summer in¬
vasion of Paris is.generally speaking.still beyond the blue horizon of

ñ

tne Atlantic<
Signo. Rnsselt
An Italian Orphena
Paris, nevertheless, is having its new

weekly thrill which sounds American,
but Isnt. This time it is Signor Russell,
jnjt up from Italy with twenty-nine or
thirty new musical instruments which
tk* world.or that part of it which in¬
habits the Champs Elysees theater
nightly.is seeing and hearing for the

time. There is music in every¬thing, says tie prophet Russeli, and he
us*a n:s two doaen-odd instruments to
Prov» it. Under the prophet's touch
machinery grinds harmoniously, crees
rustle. brooks purl, or nearly so,
«ickcts chirp, locusts fiddle in E and A
on'y, frogs croak, the ocean »oars,

."* "^aves purr and even taoticab

th_IneY°U8h hamoniously- Some of
_e .Weli known musicians and critics

« e^'ned to believe with the prophet
"¡at "aU s°und is melodious and all

^»Wnation of sound is harmonious."
«re are some who say the new music

t
* iuture> but jumping from music

Paris
Can be recalled that there were

j-.8 arfc critic8 .orne years ago who
U^.I:.» futurist painters that
«jrrthin« that is is beautiful." .

that m
8t8ld °ld Comédie Française,

no» ,St ngid »rbiter of artistic merit,
*_o_t*_Ve8 Paris something to talk
Ibaer. L ,win*in«r open the doors to

barred famous P°rtals have been
rj «gainst the master for a quarter
*.*.-£!?:, "Th6 Enemy of the
a« Us«' -0 81dcred ifay many Ibsenite»

û8*» masterpiece, is selected

?
as the first presentation, and there is
little doubt that others will follow.
Paris, however, is not entirely Ignorant
of Ibsen as the Comédie Française
would have It, At present "Hedda
Gabler" is on the boards at one of
the smaller playhouses, but effete Paris
will be more familiar with this play
when it comes to the Comédie, Paris
theatergoers of the old school being
just that prim.

In the meantime Paris cannot forget
the war. The handsome yoang Ameri¬
can officer who paraded the boulevards
not so long ago is yanked back as the
villain of the piece in "The Pire That
Did not Burn," a comedy by Jean
Jacques Bernard, son of Tristan Ber¬
nard, on« of France's most famous
playwrights. Here Is the story:
Paris Has Its
American Villain

Andre Merin, a young French officer,
prisoner in Germany for four years,
comes home full of hope and finds
Blanche apparently sharing the hearth¬
stone with the attractive young son of
Uncle Sam. Andre waxes jealous and
Blanche (Mme. Falconnetti), who has
really been a good wife, merely renting
out a room to help keep the wolf away,
cannot convince Andre.with consider¬
able good acting, incidentally.that her
one hope and prayer has been for his
return and that the American is jus»
a person who answered her "For Rent'
ad in The Matin. Despite evervthim

(Continued on pa»e three)

áltase (féoáotp
/S* PERFORMANCE that is bound
JçA to be unusually interesting will

be given at the Shubert Theater
Thursday at midnight, when thirtv
prominent members of the Lambs
Friars, Players and Green Room
will stage the "All Star Idlers of
1921," described as a two-act revue, by
Will Morrissey. Leon Errol is staging
the dances and the ensembles are un¬
der the direction of R. H. Burnside.
Victor Baravalle will be in charge of
the special orchestra.

This will be the first of a Beries of
engagements to be played by this or¬

ganization in and around New York,
principally at the summer resorts» This
performance guarantees thirty stars
on the stage and a thousand in the au¬
dience.
Included in the cast of the "All Star

Idlers of 1921" are Ed Wynn, Wallace
McCutcheon. Herbert Corthell, Tom
Lewis, Fred Walton, Will Morissey,
William B. Mack, Ned A Sparks, Vic¬
tor Morley, Wellington Cross, Robert
Woolsey, Lieutenant Gitz-Rice,. Joe
Allen, Jed Prouty, Effingham Pinto,
Stuart Wilson, Robert Pitkin, Regi¬
nald Barlow, Tom Walsh, Frank Bel¬
cher, Cyril Ring, Jack Rutherford,
Robert Armstrong, Harry R. Allen,
Harold Woolf, Adin Wilson, Adrian
Rosley, Harry Short and Fred Manatt.

The East-West Players have been re-

>rganized for the coming season, which
hey are planning to make a very activa
ne, beginning early in the fall. They
i!l still restrict themselves to pre-
entations of one-act plays, and it is

(Continued on pac» »U)

i j&eto Cïjeatmal ©ffertngs
I MONDAY.At the Liberty Theater George White will present "Scandals
| of 1921," featuring Ann Pennington. The supporting cast: Aunt
I Jemima, Olive Vaughn, Victoria Herbert, Jean Ford, Myra Cullen,
I Christine Welford, Dairy Weîford, Géraldine Alexander, Phoebe Lee,I George Le Maire, Lou Holtz, Lester Allen, George Bickel, Charles
| King, Harry Rose, Bert Gordon, Lloyd Garrett and James Miller.
S A chorus of fifty.
f¡) . ¦ ¦.«_». » ¦¦! ii mm*m**mÊmme»tiem»met*met**Bt*mBmmB*<*mMB*ejmamm»mii*t*B***^»mm»mm a. n ¦ '."

Castled Spain Interesting, but
Not RestfuL Says Otis Skinner
S F OTIS SKINNER comes back to

America all tuckered out, Blasco
Ibáñez will be to blame for it.

Mr. Skinner fS to appear next season
in "Blood and Sand," a play by Tom
Cushing, founded on the novel of that
same title by Ibáñez, and so, as soon as

his last tour in "At the Villa Rose"
ended in May, he set sail for Spain to
visit the famous novelist and get some

pointers first hand on how a real cham¬
pion bullfighter ought to act.

Well, evidently Ibáñez gave America's
foremost romantic actor a regular old-
home week reception, for Mr. Skinner
writes that he hasn't had a chance to
'"do any resting since he's been there.
When Ibáñez had got through showing
him all the sights of Madrid that be
knew anything about.and Mr. Skinner

says they were quite a few.United
States Ambassador Willard' took him in
tow and did the balance of the town
with him.
Of course he saw a bullfight. That

was one of the things he went for. But
he says he hasn't had the courage to
tackle the theaters. It's so hot that
they don't begin the performances until
10 o'clock.

Besides Madrid, he has visited San
Sebastian, Seville and Granada, and th< v
are all hot but worth seeing. He haa
picked up a lot of costume, and prop-
erties of various kinds.all the -real
thing.that will be used in the produc-
tion of the new play, with which Charles
Frohman, Inc., announces that the sea-
son at the Empire Theater will 8_
opened on September 20.

Jleto paps
EORGE WHITE'S "Scandals of
1921," the third of the series!
that has become a hardy annual,

will open at the Liberty Theater Mon-1
day night, a week ahead of schedule.
In a six-day tryout in Atlantic City the
production was handled so quickly and
played so smoothly that Mr. White
yielded to the golden lure of Broadway.
Reports from Atlantic City say the
young manager has dressed the piece
with lavish hand and that pictorially
it far exceeds his former efforts.
The book is by Arthur (Bugs) Baer,

the lyrics by Arthur Jackson, the music
by George Gershwin and the artistic
effects by Herbert Ward.
For subject matter Mr. White has

selected current topics to scandalize
and sleek idols to joust. There are
some twenty scenes and the spectator

j will have to cío some imaginary travel-
ing to get it all. Bolshevist Russia,
the South Sea Islands, ancient P^rsis,
the Panama Canal Zone, are in the
geography of scandal, to say nothing
of familiar spots in New York City,

) including Long Acre Square and the
gymnasium of Madison Square Garden.

Ziegfeld's "Midnight Frolic" is the
next member of the midsummer group
i.which also includes the "Greenwich
Village Follies".to fail due. The

í Frolic is to have more of speed and less
of stateliness, according to the speçi-
fieations vouchsafed.more of the jazz
and less of the saraband. The* new
show is listed for launching next week.

! No date has been named for the open-
ing of "Greenwich Village follies,"
though rehearsals are undeT way.

#

John Henry Mears
The Three-Whirl Man ; "Midnight,""Broadway" and the Whirl Around

the Earth in Thirty-five Days
HIS isn't exclusively a theatrical story, although it is dramati«
enough, for John Henry Mears kept a world-wide audience 01
the anxious seat for more than a month just eight years ago
while he whirled around the earth in thirty-five days and thereb;broke all speed records, besides utterly disproving Einstein's theory o:

relativity long before it had been announced, by landing right back ©i
the same spot from which he departed.

Although born in the Hub, Mears has always lived on the rim oí
things. He travels fast and life for him is one big whirl.

To be more exact, life for him just now is the "Broadway Whirl'
that he set spinning at the Times Square Theater some we.ks ago.

Mears always finds something to keep busy about. He had just go»
over the excitement of a New York premier when he discovered that h<
needed a pair of twins to add to the singers, dancers and comedians wh'
support Richard Carle, Blanche Ring, Charles Winninger, Winona Wint<»
and Jay Gouid. He told his troubles to the world through The Tribun*
last Sunday, and now he is busy sorting out the twins and near twin»
who have swamped him ever since. 3>.

V

When You Could See
Blanche Ring for Five Pins
Mears is a graduate of the Boston

Latin School, but although he ab-
sorbed much of that dead language
he early proved to be a live wire. As
a boy he managed a theater in the
cellar of his father's house. One of
his stars then was that same Blanche
Ring, who is one of his stars to-day.
She was six_ then and proved that
she was even then a real star by in¬
sisting upon a separate coal bin for
a dressing room. Admission was five
pins, but, as Tommy Gray, the libret¬
tist of "The Broadway Whirl," re¬
marked the other day when Mears was
reminiscing, "cellars were not then
what they are to-day."
Aiter graduation Mears got a posi¬

tion as usher at the Park Theater, in
his home town, and rose to assistant
treasurer. But Boston was too smali
for him, so he came to New York and
started as office boy at Daly's Theater.
Within a year he had become treasurer
of the theater, and finally road man¬
ager of "The Runaway Girl." That ap¬
pointment came on Mears's twentieth
birthday. Then Mears went to Chi¬
cago where he was treasurer tfi
Powers Theater, but the road lured
him away and he joined the forces ol
Charles Frohman and was for severa:
years manager for John Drew's tonrs
Lays His Plans for
Making Dash Around World

All this time Mears had nursed i

secret ambiUpn.to beat all records

in circling the globe. For severa'
years he studied time tables, local sitii
foreign, aßd many a right he por«*
over maps and books of travel. A»
he journeyed from coast to coast wit)
the Drew company Meara consulte«
railroad authorities, travelers of not»
explorers, every one who had a mit*
ofv information, until finally, in 191S
he had his plans complete. Jule*
Verne's mythical hero, Phineas Fogg,had made the trip in eighty days; Nel ,lie Bly had done it in seventy-twi
days;. Andre Jager-Schmidt, with thi
commission of a Parisian paper, did it
in 1911, in a few hours less than fort*'
days. Meara declared that he coulí*"
beat that by several days, and he dift.
To be exact, Mears circled the eart)
in thirty-five days, twenty-one hour*
and thirty-five minutes. The tripi
taken under the auspices of The Eve¬
ning Sun, began on July 2, 1913, a/»#
ended at the office of that newspape»
on August 6.
Some of the H!gh Spots
That John Henry Hit

j No idle jaunt, this. Time table»
proved mere fables. Fogs and accidearb
threatened more than once not oniy er
make the record impossible, hut to en»

j the career of the adventurer. He lef>
the Sun Building with s suitcase, i

'
camera and an overcoat, and fourtee?

j minutes later was on the sMamshh,
Mauretania, which he caught by a mai

gin of less than a second. He arrive«
in London on July 8, tvid reached Pari.
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